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Study 9

Keeping the commands of Christ without ever actually becoming born-again will

not save anyone! That is, just because someone lives a “good” life doesn’t make

them a Christian. Because, when someone becomes a Christian, God takes out

their heart of stone and gives them a new heart (Ezek. 11:19; 36:26) where He

writes His laws (Hebrews 8:10). One of the proofs that someone is a Christian is

that they keep the Laws of God because they want to keep them.

1. Based on Hebrews 5:9, why is obedience to Christ necessary?

                                                                                                                                    

2. What are the consequences of not obeying Christ according to Romans

2:8?
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When we share God’s Word with others who have never turned to Christ, we are

often confronted with resistance from people.

3. According to Matthew 7:13-14 did Jesus expect most people to turn to

God?

                                                                                                                                    

4. If someone is prepared to accept Christ but not prepared to allow Christ

to change their behaviour, should we water-down our Gospel to make it

more “seeker-friendly”? Discuss.

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                    

4. Is Christianity easy? How do we reconcile Matthew 7:14 with Matthew

11:30?

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                    

FALSE PROPHETS
A prophet is someone who speaks on behalf of God. While James warns us not

to presume to be teachers of God’s Word, because there is greater accountability

for teachers (James 3:1), the accountability for prophets is even greater.

5. Note Deuteronomy 13:5 (and 18:20). What does this tell us about how

accountable people claiming to God’s prophets should be held?
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The ministry of the prophet is the only specifically stated as belong to both the

Old and New Covenants. In the Old Covenant the prophet was also regarded as

an “intercessor” (one who prayed for others and communed with God in prayer).

In the New Covenant the prophet is described as someone who also encourages

believers. Ephesians 2:20 says that Christ builds His Church upon the foundation

of Prophets and Apostles. In one sense this refers to the foundation of Scripture

given to us by the Old Testament Prophets and the New Testament Apostles, but

there is also a sense of this being an ongoing building program where each

generation is given its own apostles and prophets by Christ to the Church.

6. Why is it sometimes hard to quickly identify a false prophet according to

Matthew 7:15?

                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                    

There is a difference between someone who thinks they have heard from God

and are wrong, and someone who simply falsely declares something as being

from God. One of the gifts of the Spirit mentioned in First Corinthians 12 is

prophecy. This gift will be done away with once “that which is perfect has come”

(the Physical Resurrection at the culmination of time). Until then, the Bible says

we prophecy in part. This means that we can sense what God is saying at times

only in part (not fully). We may at times get this wrong. But it doesn’t mean that

we are false.

7. How did Jesus say we could identify a “false” prophet? (Matthew 7:16-

20)
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DEPART FROM ME!
There is coming a day when we will stand before God and be judged. This first

judgment is whether we will be with the Lord for eternity, or whether we will be

separated away from Him eternally. It is this Judgment that Jesus now refers to.

Christ links obedience to His commands with eternal consequences.

8. How does Jesus link obedience to Him with eternal judgment? (Matt.

7:21)

                                                                                                                                    

We can sometimes think that everyone who performs miracles in Jesus’ name

must be very holy. But this apparent gift has little to do with a person’s holiness

and everything to do with God’s grace. Miracles and prophecies can come still

flow out of someone’s life who once walked with God but now no longer does.

9. How is this confirmed by Matthew 7:22?

                                                                                                                                    

It is possible to be doing things for Christ without ever knowing Him. But even

worse still is to be doing things for Christ and not be known by Him! Just as in a

healthy marriage, intimacy, or knowledge of a person, comes when feelings,

hurts, fears, disappointments, triumphs, dreams, ideas and needs are shared with

each other. When we share at that level with another person they get to know us.

10. How does this explain what Christ said in Matthew 7:23?

                                                                                                                                    

11. Based on what Christ said in Matthew 7:24-27 how should we follow

Christ?

                                                                                                                                    

Amen.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


